The Outsiders    S.E. Hinton

The book is an interesting story about how different the life can be for teenagers. In ”The Outsiders” are we following a poor person that lives with his brothers. His name is Ponyboy, and he is getting into a lot of trouble during the book. But his brothers helps him out of all kinds of trouble. His oldest brother, Darry, is the one who takes care of the family since their parents got killed. Sodapop, who is the middle brother, are described as a good looking teenager. He has often a lot of girls around him, and he is liked by almost everyone.

   The brothers lives in a small house in a suburb somewhere in the world, probably in America. The people that lives in the suburb are often very poor, and this family is not a exception. They have a lot of friends who supports them in all kind of weathers, and of course they are supporting their friends with the same enthusiasm.

   In most books is there an conflict of some sort, and here there is a ”war” going on between ”the Socs” and ”the Greasers”. The Socs is the rich people that lives in the city, having nice cars and parents that doesn’t seem to care to much of their children. The Greasers is people that lives in the suburb, and that doesn’t have to much money to spend on things.

Ponyboy is the book’s main character and we are following him throughout the book, S.E. Hinton doesn’t seem to lay his weight on describing how the people look or how the surroundings looks like. Instead is he trying to explain how the persons thinks and how they feel about things. I think that explaining how people think and feels about things is more important than knowing exactly what the surroundings looks like. Ponyboy is going to a school where all the people are studying very hard, and we doesn’t know anything how he has it there, surrounded by Socs. The main conflict is actually many small conflicts that is bonded together because of them all being problems between the Socs and the Greasers. Ponyboy and his best friend, gets in huge problem when they are on their way home from the movie. And finds themselves being surrounded by 5-6 Socs. They know that they will be beaten really hard and perhaps even killed. Ponyboy is getting his head put under the water. And he is about to give up his struggle to get air when they suddenly looses the grip of him. When he looks up, are they running away from him and Jimmy. He takes a look at Jimmy and sees that he is looking straight forward with a odd look in his eye. Then he sees the knife that he holds in his hand, and he also sees that it is colored red by blood.

   The rest of the book is about how they escapes from the police and how a gang does anything to protect other gang members from being arrested.

I think this book is great. It has all the things that you could demand from a book of this genre. I would say that the book is recommended to be read by teenagers. If there is anything to complain about, it would be the lack of descriptoning throughout the book. You doesn’t get any real picture of how the persons look and how the surrounding looks like. It sure is a good book and I would give it 8/10.

Daniel Dahlkvist
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